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The VariQuest™ Poster Maker —
A Tool to Support your AYP Gains

Ed u c a to rs re q u i re the appro p r i a te tools to support school and

district Ad e q u a te Yearly Pro g ress (AYP) initiatives; the Va r i Q u e s t

Po s ter Maker is an essential visual learning to o l .

Incorporating large and colorful curriculum-based visuals in the

classroom reinforces verbal instruction, improves a student’s

retention of presented material, fully engages a student in the

learning process and encourages group participation.

Use the Poster Maker to easily, quickly and affordably create customized visuals for use in core academic subjects

such as English/language arts, mathematics, science, history and geography.

C R E AT E A P P L I C AT I O N S ACADEMIC BENEFIT

G raphic Org a n i ze rs of Key Co n ce p t s • Use in adva n ced sciences such as Biology or • E n co u rages classification of thoughts  
P hysics to define hiera rchical relationships and co m p a r i s o n s

Fe a t u re Analysis Charts • Re i n fo rce vo c a b u l a r y, build sch e m a ta • E n co u rages students to distinguish details 
b e t ween items for categorization, 
classification and comparison 

K-W-L Charts featuring Befo re - • Use for continuity from unit to unit • Expands reading co m p rehension by 
D u r i n g -Af ter Terminology a c t i vating prior knowledge and te a ch i n g

g e n e ralization of knowledge

Inquiry Charts • Use in science co u rses to address hypotheses; use • E n co u rages critical thinking around an
in history co u rses to address “What if?” sce n a r i o s essential question

Vocabulary Po s te rs for ELD Students • P rovide a “quick re fe re n ce” for ELD • Supports diffe re n t i a ted instruction for  
(English Language Deve l o p m e n t ) students to participate in classroom activities ELD students

G roup Double-Entry Journals • P ro m o te guided pra c t i ce for homework; support • Models reading reflection te chniques 
student unders tanding of the homework pro ce s s for whole group co m p re h e n s i o n

S y n o nym Po s te rs (laminate d ) • O rg a n i ze student teams and allow them to • Supports enhanced vocabulary and  
co m p e te (100 ways to say “said”, etc . ) testing sco res. E n co u rages cre a t i ve wo rd 

ch o i ce and thesaurus use

G raphic Org a n i ze rs for Whole-Class or  • Use for a reading group of students  • S c a f folds co m p rehension of text. Allows 
Small Group Charting of Pre d i c t i n g, who are reading below grade leve l students to share individual notes and 
S u m m a r i z i n g, Clarifying Questioning a l l o ws the te a cher to cre a te samples 
during Re c i p rocal Re a d i n g for whole class re a d i n g

Math Diagrams and Charts • Chart a difficult co n cept such as “infinity” or • Supports explicit instruction
“google” with a visual re p re s e n tation and/or wo rd s
(How does the picture re l a te to the co n ce p t ? )

“I Wonder” Charts • M o t i va te students to read and motiva te • St i m u l a tes higher order thinking while 
them to think while they re a d re a d i n g

“ Parking Lot” for Reading Tips Po s te rs,  • C re a te a “parking lot” of stra tegies and tips • Supports an intentionally stra tegic and
particularly helpful for students who used by good re a d e rs to unders tand te x t a c t i ve appro a ch to reading as a pro ce s s
habitually read and/or unders ta n d
it as a pro ce s s

Te s t -Taking St ra tegy Po s te rs • Co m m u n i c a te study tips for success • Supports good te s t - taking stra te g i e s
on sta te exa m s

P re-Made “Step by Step” Po s te rs • E n co u rage students to work together to solve • Supports explicit instruction
for Demonstra t i o n p roblems; make poste rs of their solutions fo r

d e m o n s t ration of multiple solutions

Sta te Reading and Math Sta n d a rds Po s te rs • Co m m u n i c a te sta te sta n d a rds in a large, colorful • P ro m o tes sta n d a rds mastery and re te n t i o n
“kid-friendly” format. Co m m u n i c a te sta te sta n d a rd s
clearly and co n s i s tently across classro o m s

Rubrics and Grading Expectations Po s te rs • Define and co m m u n i c a te objectives and • E n co u rages student unders tanding of the  
g rading crite r i a g rading pro ce s s



©2006 Brady Worldwide, Inc.  All rights re s e r ved. 2 0152-00   12 / 0 6

SOURCES

GALLAGHER, K., 2003. Reading Reasons: Motivational Mini-Lessons for Middle and High School. Portland, ME: Stenhouse.

KIPATRICK, J., SWAFFORD, J., AND FINDELL, B., 2001. Adding + It Up: Helping Children Learn Mathematics [online].

Washington, D.C., National Academy Press. (Mathematics Learning Study Committee, Center for Education, 

Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, National Research Council.) Available from:

http://www.nationalacademies.org/cfe/index.html.

MARZANO, R., 2001. Classroom Instruction that Works. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.

MCTIGHE, J. AND TOMLINSON, C.A., 2006. Integrating Differentiated Instruction and Understanding by Design:

Connecting Content and Kids. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.

PITTELMAN, S.D., HEIMLICH, H.E., BERGLUND, R.L., AND FRENCH, M.P., 1991. Semantic Feature Analysis: Classroom

Applications. Newark, DE: International Reading Association.

PRESSLEY, M., 2000. Comprehension Instruction: What Makes Sense Now, What Might Make Sense Soon. In: M.L.

KAMIL, P.B. MOSENTHAL, P.D. PEARSON, AND R. BARR, eds. Handbook of Reading Research: Volume III. Mahwah, NJ:

Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 545-562.

READENCE, J.E., 2004. Content Area Literacy. Iowa: Kendall/Hunt.

TIERNEY, R.J. AND READENCE, J.E., 2000. Reading Strategies and Practices: a Compendium [online]. (5th ed.) Boston,

MA., Allen & Bacon. Available from: http://www.readingonline.org/articles/handbook/pressley/index.html.

TOVANI, C., 2000. I Read It, But I Don’t Get It: Comprehension Strategies for Adolescent Readers. Portland, ME: Stenhouse.


